STAFF COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
Summer 2021

NEWS FROM AROUND CAMPUS
Amy Goellner and her

husband celebrated the
birth of their first child,
Macklin, on January 18,
2021. Congratulations
and welcome to the
world, Macklin!

Kaitlyn Maxwell

has been appointed
as administrative
assistant II for the
Office of the Provost.

Jenna Biagi will begin May 17 as the administrative

assistant for the Office of Institutional Effectiveness.

Ellie made a visit to LU to celebrate her human,
Brittany Brown, as she recently conferred her
doctorate degree. Great school spirit, Ellie!

Athletic Performance will resume Staff/Faculty
Power Hour on Thursday, June 3 from 12-1
p.m. in the Fitness Center. Power Hour will run
through the summer on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 12-1 p.m.
Lindenwood Women’s Rugby won its sixth straight
D1 National Championship and continue to maintain
the #1 ranking in the Nation staying undefeated in
15s the last four years.
In May, Joyce Sheldon retired as the administrative
assistant for the Plaster School of Business and
Entrepreneurship. Rachel Jagust will be taking
her place.

From The President
Dear staff members,

I want to personally thank all of you for your hard
work and persistence this year. Together we have
experienced some of the most unique and
challenging semesters our university has seen.
As difficult as it has been, I have been immensely
proud and impressed by your ability to adapt and
flourish. If this experience has showed us anything,
it has confirmed that we are a strong community,
comprised of dedicated individuals, and that we are
capable of many great things when we work together.
Sincerely,
John R. Porter, Ed.D.
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PAGE FROM THE PAST

B

y all accounts, Lindenwood Founder, Mary
Sibley was a force of nature. As a young
bride, on the edges of the American frontier,
Mary taught the children of Native Americans
that lived close to Fort Osage (near present day
Kansas City, Mo), where her husband, George,
ran a trading post for the US government. After
moving back closer to more settled areas, in
addition to starting Lindenwood Female College,
Mary taught the children of German immigrants
and slaves.
Much of her activities were based on her ardent
devotion to the Christian faith. In 1873, after
receiving a letter from a Japanese man, Isaac
Yokoyama, requesting help to send a missionary
to his country, Mary determined “it was her duty
to go.” So, at the age of 73, Mary traveled by boat
down the Mississippi and along the coast of Central
America, crossed the isthmus near present day
Panama, and up the coast to California. Before
taking the last leg of her trip across the ocean, Mary
concluded that her hearing was too bad to be a
missionary, and came back home.
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LINDENWOOD
WELLNESS
CORNER
Savor Your Summer – It’s Party Thyme!

H

ello Wellness Warriors! It is no surprise that
many of us have been spending a lot of time at
home. We are sure you are looking for new things
to do to keep busy and we have a solution that is
beneficial in more ways than one! Not only does it
require that you spend some time out of the house,
but the (intended) outcome will provide you and
your family with home-grown nourishment and
picture-worthy curb appeal!
Find Your Inner Peas
Did you know that exposure to our natural
environment is associated with mental health
benefits and is a great way to take a break from
the overstimulation of electronics? We thought it
would be great to focus this article on
GARDENING and the ways it can help bring
positive vibes to your household this summer!
1. Healthy Produce at Your Fingertips – Planting your
own garden allows you to have the produce of your
choice right in your own backyard. Not only does this
provide you with nourishment, but it can save you
money and dare I say it, trips to the grocery store!

3. Self-Care – Gardening allows you to relax and
unwind in nature. Create your own mini-retreat where
you can shut off other distractions and connect with
yourself and your environment.
4. Curb Appeal – Gardening/landscaping can be
a simple and rewarding way to give your home
more character and truly transform the exterior.
So, what are you waiting for? Get out there and give
this gardening thing a try!
Remember to always apply sunscreen and stay
hydrated!
Start Gardening:
CLICK HERE
Start Landscaping:
CLICK HERE
Source:
CLICK HERE
Well Wishes,
The Linden Well Team

2. Hidden Exercise – Gardening is a great way to
sneak in frequent movement. All that digging,
weed pulling, watering, and other necessary tasks
that help keep your plants flourishing means that you
are also burning calories! You can burn on average
300-400 calories per hour.
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NEW EMPLOYEES
Muriel Dorsey

Zack Stahr		

Security Analyst, Information Technology

Phoebe Mussman

Manager, Campus Box Office

Kiara Scott		

Videographer/Photographer, Advancement
and Communications

Hira Hamirani		

Coordinator, Athletic Compliance and
Community Service

Matthew Williams		

Area Coordinator, Residential Life

Manager, Enterprise Project Office

Nikki Sanders-Stuart		

Jynna Fritz		

Technician, Information Technology Help Desk I

Abinash Konersman		

Officer, Public Safety and Security

James Rutten

Integrations Developer, Information Technology
Enterprise Systems

Certified Officer, Public Safety and Security

WORK ANNIVERSARIES
25 Years
Donna Filkins
15 Years
Suzanne Gleason
10 Years
Marcus Scheer
Chad Briesacher
James Rollins
5 Years
Matt Adams
Matt Trumbower

Brad Wachler
Peter Weitzel
Andrew Hammerlinck
Brittany Weiss
Seferino FranciscoGonzalez
Lisa Jacob
Bryan Baldwin
Michael Barone
Cayte Billman
Rachel Define
Donald Griffin
Austin Holtgrieve
Michael Leary
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Jarrell Staten
Nicole Sullivan
Joanna DeYoung
LaVada Lewis
Michael Mueller
Dallas Smith
Kyle Stahlschmidt
Joshua Macy
Nia Spencer
Robin Travis
Nancy Messina
TJ Moore
Natalie Waller
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PET OF THE QUARTER
W

hile most folks have pets like cats, dogs, and fish, Lisa Young
and Joanna DeYoung from Library Services have chosen some
unconventional animals to befriend. According to Lisa, “In September
of 2020, my husband’s dream of owning chickens came true. We
selected five chickens that had intriguing looks or did cool partytricks, like our ‘olive-egger’ who lays green eggs. My husband built
them a coop and a run underneath our deck and they enjoy their
abundant yard time. We’ve been delightfully surprised by their
unique personalities and how fascinating, yet goofy they really
are.” Joanna says, “I always thought I’d have a goat or alpaca if we
branched out from dogs, guinea pigs and hamsters. Our neighbors
offered us an extra coop and we started investigating breeds that
would be a good fit for us. I had no idea how lovely chickens could
be! They are not smart but they are fun, brave, and amazing.” The
library plans on keeping people updated on the latest antics of the
chickens through its Instagram page @lulibraryservices.

ADMISSIONS NEWS
A

dmissions (as well as the whole campus) has
been hard at work to bring in the next incoming
class! However, every year, schools deal with the
dreaded summer melt where deposited students
let their university know they are no longer planning
to attend. One way that Lindenwood is attacking
summer melt is with a summer Live with Lions
social media video series. The series takes place
on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. from April until August,
via Instagram live broadcasts. During these live
broadcasts, student ambassadors take students
around campus and into key buildings to give
them a glimpse of what to expect, as well as all the
resources available! During different stops in offices,
staff are supporting efforts by providing a 2-3 minute
overview of their area, and of course, are also
providing a Q&A session which will be available at

the end of the tour. This engagement and
Live with Lion series couldn’t be done without
the support from staff and faculty from
across campus!
Another exciting piece from admissions is the
weekly info sessions for prospective students.
Admissions hosts these sessions via Zoom every
Thursday at 4 p.m. to provide information about
Lindenwood, as well as give students a glimpse into
the admissions process. You may have recently
heard about or received the email that was sent
from Cardinals.com. The email went to anyone
who receives their commercial emails or who have
purchases baseball tickets through Cardinals.com
in the past. This was awesome to see and we have
already seen an increase in interest for the event!
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SOCIAL INNOVATION CHALLENGE
I

n April, three teams consisting of students and employees competed in the 2021 Social Innovation
Challenge at Lindenwood University. The challenge was to develop an opportunity for Lindenwood
University to position itself as a community leader for diversity, equity, and inclusion. Each team completed
design thinking training and spent six weeks developing an innovative solution pitch to present before a panel
of judges. Each member of the winning team received a $500 cash prize. Please join us in congratulating the
2021 Social Innovation Challenge winners coached by Dr. Lynda Leavitt:
Danielle Thomas, M.F.A. student
Jorge Oliveros Criado, international relations student
Rachael Heuermann, director of alumni relations
Elizabeth Snell, assistant director for study abroad and academic engagement
Dr. Larry Acker, professor, healthcare management
The winning team was given the opportunity to produce a prototype and present at the end of May before a
group of leaders from around the university. In reflecting on her experience working on the social innovation
challenge, Elizabeth Snell of the winning team would like staff to know this about the opportunity,
“We had a fantastic team that worked so well together. Everyone brought such a unique perspective to the
team and helped generate lots of ideas. I learned a lot during the design thinking workshops and it was
great to immediately be able to put that knowledge into action with our challenge.”

YOUR LINDENWOOD
STAFF COUNCIL

INSTITUTIONAL
REPOSITORY

Chair:

Coming soon, the library at Lindenwood will be
launching an institutional repository through the
Digital Commons @Lindenwood University. Widely
used among top universities, our institutional
repository will highlight and allow worldwide discovery
to the scholarship and innovative work produced
by the students, faculty and staff at Lindenwood.
The library staff will be working over the summer to
begin adding content. There will be a formal kick
off this August! Library Services will provide guidance
on policies and procedures to submit you or your
student’s work to the repository.

Brooke Gutermuth

Vice Chair:
Cheryl Delaporta

Secretary:		
Paul Huffman
Alexis Oberdieck
Alley Bardon
Rachael Heuermann

Adam Benkendort
Kelly Ahne
Tina Osterwisch
Jennifer Hennings
Tim McNamee
Benjamin Ra
Blake Bunton
David Musso
Samantha Kennedy
Kyle Routh
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Picture of Pride Rock from last year. The rock was installed on April 26, 2018.
“The thing I love about the Pride Rock is once you paint it, you are forever a part of Lindenwood because
we never remove the paint. We just paint over it,” said Director of Student Involvement, Angie Royal.

PARTY ON THE PAVEMENT
A

fter a long year of virtual gatherings, Leo decided
it was time to host a party. He took all the proper
precautions to ensure that our first gathering was
safe, responsible, and of course, a blast for all
who could attend! Party on the Pavement brought
together faculty, staff, and students to celebrate
the end of the semester and the conclusion of
a successful academic year. This celebration
featured a photo booth, live performances by
Queen’s Blvd., food, t-shirts, and prizes. While the
rain stayed away, the day did feature some pesky
winds. Despite the powerful breeze, over 600
faculty, staff, and students were in attendance.
Pedestal worked steadily to provide a delicious
lunch with choice of a hamburger or hot dog for all
attendees. Grandma’s Cookies and Sweet Poppins
popcorn were a huge hit!
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LINDENLOOK SPOTLIGHT
We are asking staff questions to learn about each other in a more
personal way. These are the questions we asked and the answers we have
received. Enjoy!
1. How long have you been at Lindenwood?
2. From where are you originally?
3. Do you have a favorite season and why?
4. Any unusual hobbies or activities?
5. Introvert or extrovert?
6. Who’s your phone-a-friend and why?
7. Favorite vacation spot?
8. 2 interesting things you might have done in your life –
One True and One False (answers at the end).

Joanna DeYoung
1. Coming up on 5 years!
2. I grew up in New Jersey and
moved to Missouri during my
senior year of high school.
3. Fall weather is the best by
far, but summer fruits and
vegetables make the heat and
humidity almost worth it.
4. I love upcycling, specifically
crocheting with plarn (plastic
yarn made from grocery store
bags), and I might be obsessed
with my chickens.
5. Introvert—I promise.
6. My siblings and/or Stormi H.
because they help me laugh at
the pickles I get myself into!
7. I hope to get back to
Turkey someday.
8. I was once in a local newspaper
for getting lost in the woods

overnight and then rescued by
rangers in upstate New York. I
contributed to a restaurant review
in the Boston Globe for a review of
a Bosnian restaurant in St. Louis.

Stormi Henry
1. 4 years in August
2. Terre Haute, Indiana
3. I like spring and fall. I love
the beautiful colors each
season provides.
4. I raise Quarter Horses to
compete on the racetrack and
then I barrel race them.
5. Mild extrovert
6. It depends on the topic. My phone
a friend is generally between my
best friend Tara or Joanna.
7. I’d like to say I haven’t found it
yet, but so far Italy.
8. I won a National Championship

on a horse I raised and trained.
I ran a mini marathon.

Amanda Hyde
1. 6 months
2. Born and raised in St. Peters about
10 minutes from Lindenwood.
3. Fall! Although we don’t get much
of it in St. Louis, I love when the
leaves change colors and cooler
weather arrives.
4. Nothing unusual. I love to play
video games and hang out with
my dogs.
5. Maybe both? If I am around
friends or family, I am definitely
an extrovert. When I’m around
strangers or acquaintances I
tend to keep to myself more.
6. My mom. Whenever I have silly
questions about adulting she
always has an answer and only
laughs at me a little bit!
7. The beach, but under an
umbrella because I get sunburnt
very easily.
8. I ran for homecoming queen in
college. I have never flown in
an airplane.

Angela Teague
1. 3 years
2. St. Louis
3. Fall – I love the cool crisp air, the
changing leaves, and campfires.
4. I like to play golf, crochet and I
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5.
6.

7.
8.

love my backyard chickens.
I am an introvert.
My husband because he is my
best friend and we are always
together and he knows me
better than anyone.
Lake of the Ozarks.
Travelled to El Salvador. Took
dance lessons for 2 years.

4.
5.

6.

Jessica Schroer
1. 10 Months
2. I was born and raised on a small
dairy farm in southern Illinois.
3. I love the beginning of all
seasons, the change in the
air, new smells, and bright
vegetation is always a reminder

7.

8.

that we are always changing
and growing.
I like to cross stitch and watch
history movies.
I would say I am an introvert.
While I do fine in groups, if I had
a choice, I would keep to myself.
I am a pretty private person,
I don’t do a lot of phoning a
friend, but if I really needed to, it
would be my friend from my first
job. She was my intern and we
have been close ever since.
I don’t go back to the same
place. I am trying to experience
as different places as possible.
Participated in beauty pageants.
Have traveled to Iceland.

True Statements:
1. DeYoung–lost in the woods.
2. Henry–won a national
championship.
3. Hyde–ran for homecoming queen.
4. Teague–travelled to El Salvador.
5. Schroer–participated in
beauty pageants.

STAFF COUNCIL PUZZLE
Employees who submit a completed and correct puzzle to Adam Benkendorf by noon on June 16, will
be entered into a drawing for a prize pack. The winner and the answers will be published in the Digest
the following week.

Each tile is only used once.
Use spacing, punctuation and common words to find adjacent tiles.
Some words may be split into two lines.
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